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Book List 3rd & 4th Grade 
 

Title and Author Summary Reading 
Level 

Wishtree by 
Katherine Applegate 
ISBN: 1250043220 

 

Red is an oak tree who is many rings old. Red is the 
neighborhood "wishtree" - people write their wishes on pieces 
of cloth and tie them to Red's branches. Along with a crow 
named Bongo and other animals who seek refuge in Red's 
hollows, this wishtree watches over the neighborhood. You 
might say Red has seen it all - until a new family moves in. 
Not everyone is welcoming, and Red's experience as a 
wishtree is more important than ever. 
 

AR: 4.2 
Lexile: 590 

The Wild Robot by 
Peter Brown 
ISBN: 0316381993 

 

When robot Roz opens her eyes for the first time, she 
discovers that she is all alone on a remote, wild island. She 
has no idea how she got there or what her purpose is – but 
she knows she needs to survive. As Roz slowly befriends the 
animals, the island starts to feel like home – until one day, the 
robot’s mysterious past comes back to haunt her. 

AR: 5.1 
Lexile: 740 

Because of Mr. 
Terupt by Rob 
Buyea 
ISBN: 9780375858246 
 

 

At the start of a new school year seven students find 
themselves thrown together in Mr. Terupt’s fifth grade class. 
They don’t have much in common, and they’ve never gotten 
along. Not until a certain new teacher arrives and helps them 
find strength within themselves. 

AR: 5.0 
Lexile: 560 
 

Al Capone Does My 
Shirts by Gennifer 
Choldenko 
ISBN: 0142403709 

 

A twelve-year-old boy named Moose moves to Alcatraz 
Island in 1935 when guards' families were housed there, and 
has to contend with his extraordinary new environment in 
addition to life with his autistic sister.  

AR: 3.5 
Lexile: 600 

The Mouse and the 
Motorcycle by 
Beverly Cleary 
ISBN: 9780380709243 
 
 

 
 

In this imaginative adventure from Newbery Medal–winning 
author Beverly Cleary, a young mouse named Ralph is 
thrown into a world of excitement when a boy and his shiny 
toy motorcycle check in to the Mountain View Inn. 
When the ever-curious Ralph spots Keith's red toy 
motorcycle, he vows to ride it. So when Keith leaves the bike 
unattended in his room one day, Ralph makes his move. But 
with all this freedom (and speed!) come a lot of obstacles. 

AR: 5.1 
Lexile: 860 
 



 
Turtle in Paradise by 
Jennifer L. Holm 
ISBN: 037583690X 

 

In 1935, when her mother gets a job housekeeping for a 
woman who does not like children, eleven-year-old Turtle 
is sent to stay with relatives she has never met in faraway 
Key West, Florida. 
 

AR: 4.0 
Lexile: 610 
 

Timmy Failure: Mistakes 
Were Made by Stephan 
Pastis 
ISBN: 076366927X 
 

 

Timmy Failure, founder of the "best" detective agency in 
town, named Total Failure, Inc., may only be eleven years 
old, but with the help of his polar bear, Total, he already 
has plans for world domination. 
 

AR: 3.8 
Lexile: 520 

Where the Red Fern 
Grows by Wilson Rawls 
ISBN: 0399551239 

 

Billy has long dreamt of owning not one, but two, dogs. 
So when he's finally able to save up enough money for 
two pups to call his own - Old Dan and Little Ann - he's 
ecstatic. It doesn't matter that times are tough; together 
they'll roam the hills of the Ozarks. Soon Billy and his 
hounds become the finest hunting team in the valley. But 
tragedy awaits these determined hunters - now friends - 
and Billy learns that hope can grow out of despair. 
 
 

AR: 4.9 
Lexile: 700 

Stef Soto, Taco Queen 
by Jennifer Torres 
ISBN: 1481409204 
 
 
 

 

Estefania "Stef" Soto is itching to shake off the onion-and-
cilantro embrace of Tia Perla, her family's taco truck. She 
wants nothing more than for Papi to get a normal job and 
for Tia Perla to be a distant memory. Then maybe 
everyone at school will stop seeing her as the Taco Queen. 
But when her family's livelihood is threatened, and it 
looks like her wish will finally 
come true, Stef surprises everyone (including herself) by 
becoming the truck's unlikely champion. 
 

AR: 4.8 
Lexile: 780 
 

A Dog Called Kitty by 
Bill Wallace 
ISBN: 0671770810 
  
 

 
 

The puppy was small and fuzzy, with a friendly, wagging 
tail -- and Ricky was afraid of him! No wonder, since he 
was attacked by a dog when he was just a baby. So when a 
stray puppy comes sniffling around the farm, Ricky tells it 
to get 
lost. But the puppy keeps trying to play with Ricky. And 
every time Ricky's Mom feeds the cats, the little dog 
comes running. The cats aren't sharing their food, 
however, and the poor pup is slowly starving. If Ricky 
doesn't overcome his fear, the little puppy may die -- but 
if he lets himself get close enough to feed it, he may find 
the best friend he's ever had.  
 

AR: 4.2 
Lexile: 710 
 

 
All these books are available at Douglas County Libraries as Your Lucky Day books. 
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Book List 5th & 6th Grade 
 

Title and Author Summary Reading 
Level 

Fever 1793 by Laurie 
Halse  
Anderson 
ISBN: 9780689848919 

 

During the summer of 1793, Mattie Cook lives 
above the family coffee shop with her widowed mother and 
grandfather. Mattie spends her days avoiding chores and 
making plans to turn the family business into the finest 
Philadelphia has ever seen. But then the fever breaks out. 
Disease sweeps the streets, destroying everything in its path and 
turning Mattie's world upside down. 

AR: 4.4 
Lexile: 580 

The House With a Clock 
in its Walls by John 
Bellairs 
ISBN: 0142402575 

 

When Lewis Barnavelt, an orphan. comes to stay with his uncle 
Jonathan, he expects to meet an ordinary person. But he is 
wrong. Uncle Jonathan and his next-door neighbor, Mrs. 
Zimmermann, are both magicians! Lewis is thrilled. At first, 
watching magic is enough. Then Lewis experiments with magic 
himself and unknowingly resurrects the former owner of the 
house: a woman named Selenna Izard. It seems that Selenna and 
her husband built a timepiece into the walls--a clock that could 
obliterate humankind. And only the Barnavelts can stop it! 

AR: 5.0 
Lexile: 800 
 

The Adventurers Guild 
by Zack Loran Clark 
and Nick Eliopulos 
ISBN: 1368000355 
 
 
 

 

In one of the last cities standing after the world fell to monsters, 
best friends Zed Kagari and Brock Dunderfel have high hopes 
for the future. Zed desperately wishes to join the ranks of the 
Mages Guild. Brock is confident he'll be welcomed into the 
ranks of the Merchants Guild. But just as it seems the boys' 
dreams have come true, their lives take a startling turn...and 
they find themselves members of the perilous Adventurers 
Guild. 

AR: 5.7 
Lexile: 790 
 

The Black Stallion by 
Walter Farley 
ISBN: 0679813438 
 

 

From Alec Ramsay and the Black's first meeting on an ill-fated 
ship to their adventures on a desert island and their eventual 
rescue, this beloved story will hold the rapt attention of readers 
new and old. 

AR: 5.4 
Lexile: 680 
 

Igraine the Brave by 
Cornelia Funke 
ISBN: 1338541994 
 

 Igraine dreams of becoming a famous knight just like her great 
grandfather, but the truth is, life at the family castle is rather 
boring. Until the nephew of the baroness-next-door shows up. 
He's got a dastardly plan to capture the castle and claim as his 
own the wonderful singing spell books that belong to Igraine's 
magician parents. To make matters worse, at the very moment 
of the siege, her mom and dad botch a spell, turning themselves 
into pigs! Aided by a Gentle Giant and a Sorrowful Knight, it's 
up to Igraine to be brave and save the day-and the books! 
 

AR: 5.6 
Lexile: 810 
 

 



The Vanderbeekers of 
141st Street by Karina 
Yan Glaser 
ISBN: 1328499219 
 

 

The Vanderbeekers have always lived in the 
brownstone on 141st Street. It's practically another member 
of the family. So when their reclusive, curmudgeonly 
landlord decides not to renew their lease, the five siblings 
have eleven days to do whatever it takes to stay in their 
beloved home. 
 

AR: 5.3 
Lexile: 810 
 

Amina’s Voice by 
Hena Khan 
ISBN: 1481492071 
 

 

Amina has never been comfortable in the spotlight. She is 
happy just hanging out with her best friend, Soojin. Except 
now that she’s in middle school everything feels different. 
Soojin is suddenly hanging out with Emily, one of the 
“cool” girls in the class, and even talking about changing 
her name to something more “American.” Does Amina need 
to start changing too? Or hiding who she is to fit in? While 
Amina grapples with these questions, she is devastated 
when her local mosque is vandalized. 
 

AR: 5.0 
Lexile: 800 
 

King Matt the First by 
Janusz Korczak  
ISBN: 1565124421 
  
 

 

A child monarch, King Matt introduces reforms to his 
kingdom to give children the same rights as adults. 

AR: 6.1 
Lexile: 850 
 

Restart by Gordon 
Korman 
ISBN: 1338053809 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Chase's memory just went out the window. Chase doesn't 
remember falling off the roof. He doesn't remember hitting 
his head. He doesn't, in fact, remember anything. He wakes 
up in a hospital room and suddenly has to learn his whole 
life all over again . . . starting with his own name. He knows 
he's Chase. But who is Chase? When he gets back to school, 
he sees that different kids have very different reactions to 
his return. Some kids treat him like a hero. Some kids are 
clearly afraid of him. Pretty soon, it's not only a question of 
who Chase is - it's a question of who he was…and who he's 
going to be. 
 

AR: 5.1 
Lexile: 730 
 

The Mysterious 
Benedict Society by 
Trenton Lee Stewart 
ISBN: 9780316003957 
 
 

 
 
 

"Are you a gifted child looking for special opportunities?" 
Dozens of children respond to this peculiar ad in the 
newspaper and are then put through a series of mind-
bending tests, which readers take along with them. Only 
four children--two boys and two girls--succeed. Their 
challenge: to go on a secret mission that only the most 
intelligent and inventive children could complete. To 
accomplish it they will have to go undercover at the 
Learning Institute for the Very Enlightened, where the only 
rule is that there are no rules. But what they'll find in the 
hidden underground tunnels of the school is more than 
your average school supplies. 
 

AR: 6.1 
Lexile: 890 
 

All these books are available at Douglas County Libraries as Your Lucky Day books. 


